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We developed a programming library, called SlothLib,
for research especially on Web search. The purpose of
SlothLib is to achieve a rapid prototyping for realizing
ideas on Web search and for customizing conventional
Web search softwares. It reduces costs for prototype
implementation. Conventionally, researchers need to
study several software issues, such as Web search APIs or
national language processing tools before implementing
their own ideas. SlothLib provides common interfaces for
similar services. It is easy for researchers or developers to
modify or change implementations for some functions. We
also developed a visual programming environment for
SlothLib. Each function of SlothLib is represented as a
programming block on the environment, in which users
can select and connect those programming blocks for
implementing their prototypes. This leads to a visual and
rapid prototyping environment, by which researchers or
developers can easily test their ideas.
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